
NOTICE FROM USPS C/C Gary P. Cheney, SN 

USPS is a leading advocate that all recreational boaters should wear life jackets. This is
especially true for children! States have differing laws regarding children and life 
jackets. Regardless of what your state’s laws are, we believe that all children should 
always wear life jackets when on recreational boats or on the dock. We are not 
advocates of any particular brand of life jacket as long as it is USCG approved and is 
appropriate for the individual who will wear it and the conditions for which it will be used.
Please consider the following:
 
1.    It’s important that children always wear life jackets when on or around the water.

2.    Life jackets must always be USCG approved.

3.    The life jacket must be appropriately sized for the specific child.

a.    An adult’s life jacket is inappropriate for children.

b.    The size ratings on the life jacket should correspond to the size/weight of the child.

c.     Regardless of the size rating on the life jacket, be sure the child’s head and arms 
cannot slip through the openings for head and arms.

4.    When the life jacket is put on the child, all belts and ties should be properly 
secured.

5.    If the child is old enough, s/he must be able to put on his/her own life jacket.

6.    Children on boats or in and around the water should always be properly supervised
by one or more adults. 

7.    All life jackets should be periodically inspected to ensure that they’re in good, 
serviceable condition. 

8.    All life jackets should be tested in calm shallow waters under controlled conditions. 

9.    If you have any doubts as to whether a specific life jacket is the right one for your 
child, check with the manufacturer and the USCG.

 
Sincerely,
C/C Gary P. Cheney, SN


